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1. Mission
The Mission of the Old Forge Library is to provide materials and services to enhance the quality of life in our community. We welcome and support all in the pursuit of lifelong learning. We believe that the freedoms to read, to learn, to inspire, and to discover will provide enjoyment, enrich lives and strengthen our community. We strive to provide equal access to information, ideas and knowledge through books, programs, the arts, and other resources to year-round and seasonal residents.


2. Goals 
· Ensure that over time, the Old Forge Library’s collection will remain on course, reflecting the needs of the community, while creating unique experiences of meaning and inspiration for the individual patron.
· To outline the philosophies that create and shape the Old Forge Library’s unique collection, the practices that maintain it over time and the guidelines that help the collection respond to community needs while protecting the collection from societal pressures.
· Offer materials in a variety of media to meet the needs of library patrons.
· Maintain an up-to-date collection of materials to support the general educational interest, recreational, and entertainment needs of the public, and reflect the character of the community. 
· Provide materials for programming purposes. 


3. Criteria 
Widespread interest and usage are the most powerful influence on the library’s collection.
· The library provides materials to support each individual’s journey, and does not place a value on one customer’s needs or preferences over another’s.
· Regardless of format, selection criteria include: 
· Current or anticipated public demand 
· Local interest 
· Timeliness and relevancy of subject matter 
· Availability of funds 
· Material(s) relationship to existing materials in the collection
· Reflects diverse range of viewpoints 
· Reputation or qualifications of the author, creator, illustrator, or publisher; awards and honors; notable critical attention 


4. De-selection/Discard of Materials 
Materials will be reviewed on a regular basis by the Library Director. 
Criteria for de-selection include: 
· Outdated information 
· No longer in demand 
· Condition of material 
· Low circulation 
· Current (or more accurate) information available elsewhere 
· Multiple copies – not to exceed more than four copies of the same item


5. Special Collections
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Old Forge Library retains an Adirondack collection of materials that are focused on the history of the community and the surrounding area.
The materials in this collection include:
· Works focused on the history and geography of the region or its people
· Relevant works by local authors and artists
Works held in special collections may be exempt from the standards described by the goals described by the remainder of the collection policy.
It is a priority of the Old Forge Library to provide its patrons material that are relevant to the history and culture of the region.


6. Gifts 
The Old Forge Library often welcomes gifts of materials or monetary donations. 
· The library retains the authority to accept or reject gifts.
· The library will often accept physical materials in good condition that meet the criteria listed in our Collection Development Policy. 
· Items donated become Library property and the Library reserves the right to sell or dispose of gift materials not added to the collection. 
· Gifts added to the collection may be marked with an appropriate bookplate, and will be available to all library patrons. 
· A receipt for tax purposes must be requested at the time of donation. The receipt will acknowledge the receipt of the item; Old Forge Library does not appraise the value of donated materials. 
· When a gift/donation is no longer needed, it will be disposed of in the same manner as purchased material. 


7. Reconsideration 
The Library Director will review any requests for reconsideration of library materials that derive from owned materials. If the patron is not satisfied with the decision, he or she may request a review by the Board of Trustees. 

The Board will make the final decision regarding the reconsideration of an item.


